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advantage of the situation to attack France while she was thus
friendless !
The French Foreign Minister at this juncture was Delcasse,
who had been very zealous in weakening Italy's attachment
to the Triple Alliance and in advancing French interests in
Morocco, where England had great commercial interests and
Germany also had designs. He now achieved his master-work
for France. After several months of active negotiation all the
rankling causes of friction between England and France were
smoothed away. England was to have a free hand in Egypt and
France in Morocco ; boundaries were defined in West Africa,
and between Siam and Farther India. French fishing rights
off Newfoundland, which had been in dispute ever since the
Treaty of Utrecht (1713), were settled at long last. Finally, it
was agreed that such questions would in future be referred to
arbitration. Such was the origin of the ENTENTE CORDIALE
(1904) which was to have such profound consequences ten
years later. It was not a formal treaty of alliance, like that
between France and Russia; it merely cleared the way for
friendly co-operation and mutual support.
It was quickly put to the test. The Kaiser was extremely
vexed at the new turn of affairs, and demanded that the too-
active Delcasse should be dismissed. France, shaken by the
recent contest between army and Government, and isolated by
the situation in Russia, was unable to face his veiled threat.
Delcasse resigned ; but the French nation felt its humiliation
keenly, and the Chambers voted a large sum for the reorganisa-
tion of the army and the reconstruction of the frontier-
fortresses. The Kaiser followed up his triumph by a surprise
visit to Tangier, where he publicly declared that he would
protect the Sultan of Morocco against French aggression; and
then proceeded to call upon the Powers to meet in a conference
to settle the future status of Morocco. In England the Liberals
had just come into power after nearly twenty years " in the
wilderness," and he hoped that they would desert France in
the ensuing discussions and so break up the Entente. But